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COMMANDER N.S. PIXLEY 
HIS WORK FOR HISTORY 
Commander Norman Pixley, who stepped down from the 
Presidency of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland this 
year, has had a powerful influence on the Society's administrative 
Hfe. 
He had been President since 1968 when he took over from Sir 
Raphael Cilento. Before that he had been a Vice-President for 
several years. 
Commander Pixley's qualities of leadership have shown out in 
whatever circle of Australian life he has chosen to enter. As a boy 
he had a longing to join the Navy; and eventually he served in the 
R.A.N. Naval Reserve for 33 years with high distinction, saw 
action in both World Wars, founded the Sea Cadet Movement 
and the Queensland Division of the Navy League and was its 
President untU 1969. 
In the business world he rose to be President of the Brisbane 
Chamber of Commerce and was leader of the Australian 
Delegation to a conference of Commonwealth Chambers of 
Commerce in London in 1951. As Honorary Consul for the 
Netherlands from 1948 to 1972 he became Dean of the Consular 
Corps and in recognition of his services was made a Knight of the 
Order of Orange-Nassau by the Queen of the Netherlands. Other 
Royal honours that have come to him have been those of 
Companion of the Order of St. Michael and St. George, and 
Member of the Order of the British Empire. 
For his work in the cause of history this Society elected him a 
Fellow and made him an Honorary Life Member. And for ample 
reason. In addition to the Presidential duties, his initiatives 
included the founding of the Norman Pixley Maritime Museum at 
Brisbane in 1954. He organised the State celebration of the James 
Cook Bicentenary with a ceremony at Possession Island, Torres 
Strait, in 1970. He has delivered to the Society more than twenty 
major historical papers. 
For many years he has represented the R.H.S.Q. on the Newstead 
House Trust, and he played a signal part in the formation of the 
National Trust of Queensland, of which he is a Life Member. 
Commander N.S. Pixley 
Conscious of all that Commander Pixley has done for it, the 
Society places on record its gratitude for his long, loyal and 
devoted service. 
Dr. C.G. Drury Clarke, formerly Senior Vice-President, succeeds 
him in the Presidency. 
